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THE ARRAIGNMENTS: Boston, Jan. 28 and 29
Two days of activities surrounded the arraignment for resistance activity of Spock,
Coffin, Goodman, Ferber and Raskin. On Sunday night an 'Interfaith Service for Conscientious Dissent' was held at the First Church of Boston. Attended by about 700 people,
and addressed by clergymen of the various faiths, the service led up to a sermon on
'Vietnam and Dissent' by Rev. William Sloane Coffin. Later that night, at Northeastern
University, the major event of the two days, a rally for the five indicted men, took
place. An overflow crowd of more than 2200 attended the rally,vhich was sponsored by
a broad spectrum of organizations. The long list of speakers included three of the
'Five' - Spock (whose warmth, spirit, youthfulness, and toughness clearly delight~d an
understandably sympathetic and enthusiastic aud~ence), Coffin, Goodman. Dave Dellinger
of Liberation Magazine and the National Mobilization Co11111ittee chaired the meeting.
The other speakers were: Professor H. Stuart Hughes of Ha"ard, co-chairman of national
SANE; Paul Lauter, national director of RESIST; Bill Hunt of the Boston Draft Resistance
Group, standing in for a snow-bound liike Ferber; Bob Rosenthal of Harvard and RESIST
who announced the formation of the Civil Liberties Legal Defense Fund; and Tom Hayden.
Over $1000 was collected for defense and 350 people signed a complicity statement to
be sent to the Atty. General. Also, Richard Wolcott announced that on the following
morning he would refuse induction at the Boston Army Base. In his 'I Won't Go' statement, he said: " ••• speaking as a black man in America, I can't see how black people
can fight for so-called freedom in Vietnam when we don't have it in America •••• The men
in power have to be checked, and it's up to you and me to do it before they lead us to
total destruction. This is where I stand. I will refuse induction. I will accept the
consequences of my decisions and convictions without regret · or remorse."
On lionday morning, in the snow a.nd cold, over forty people came to demonstrate in
support of Richard Wolcott at the Army Base. Later, beginning at 10: 30 A.M., picketing
began at the Federal Building in Post Office Square while the arraignment of the 'Five'
was taking place. As reported in the Boston Globe, over 1000 participated. This was
followed by a Teach-in and 'Service of Rededication' at the Arlington Street Church.
The high points of the ceremony ca.me when the Five arrived from the arraignment and
when an unanticipated 25 men turned in their draft cards after Father Phillip Berrigaa's
'call to resist.' Among these 25 was Harvard Med School student Patchen Dellinger,
son of Dave Dellinger.
Given the atmosphere of sohidarity, support, and enthusiasm which was demonstrated
throughout the two days, it might be useful to raise some serious issues which the movement, and RESIST as part of it, must deal with. By accident, it was the contrast between
the first and last speeches at the Sunday night rally which pointed up these issues to
those who kept listening closely to the very end and could remember the beginning.
Stuart Hughes' opening speech spoke of the solidarity which the government's repressiv~
actions 'had generated. He then went on to urge strong support for the McCarthy campaign
anq voiced criticism of those in the ffiovement who have been e:xpressing serious miagivings
about Cl"itical ambiguities in McCarthy's public statements of his position and in the
potenti a lly bad effects of the way the campaign could go. (Noam Cho°'ky, for example,
has e:xpressed such doubts.) He warned that opposition to McCarthy might -turn into a
case of self-fulfilling prophecy. The last speaker of ~he evening, Tom Hayden, recently
back from North Vietnam, projected the possibility of increasing repression by the
government as the war continues and worsens, with opposition mounting in intensity.
He spoke of the need to use stronger opposition methods, even building up by sustained
efforts of organizing to a massive and cirrtainly illegal demonstration -against the
Democratic convention ·in Chicago. A news report is certainly not the place to develop
the meaning of this contrast, but we should not avoid thinkin-"' hard about its implioa,tions, solidarity not1fithstanding.
-Alan Graubard

THE ARRAIGNMENTS:-Press Release, Jan.24
The arraignment of Ferber, Spock, Raakin, Coffin and Goodman on January- 29th
comes amid olear indications that the administration has decided to ignore Hanoi'•
assurance that negotiations will :follow a oeasation of the bombing of North Vietnam~
Qa.r decision to continue terrorizing a helpless ci'rilian population has been taken
in spite of the plea of the Catholic bishops of South Vietnam to atop. Aa moat of
ou.r nevspapers and many of the West's leading statesmen have pointed out, the
administration seems reaq to settle for nothing lees than the victory of the
granyard. Rather than negotiate, it is reatq to broaden the war. Qir int1'Usion
on Cambodian soil is merely the latest indication of the administration•s ·apparent
willingness to condemn all of Southeast Asia to Vietnaa•s fate.
We believe that the current wave of domestic repreaaion is meant •to discourage
all forms of opposition to this ever broadening war. Kt,reover, domestic harraesment
of dissenters and resisters has been matched by the current attempt to destroy all
political opposition in South Vietnam. For the aake of his own political :f'uture,
and for the · sake of a regime which is endlessly corrupt and withollt a popular base,
our president ia willing to destroy both the rights of the Vietnamese and our civil
liberties at home. It is heartening that in the face of the government's coercin
acts, the American peace movement has refused to run soared. Instead, it has broadened
and solidified its base. '!'he indictments were greeted by :f\lrther induction refusals,
by increased resistance to the draft, and by large rallies expressing support fer
those who refuse to serve in an unjust and illegal war~ The support. statements for
Spock, et al, keep pouring into the offices of RESIST. at an OYerwhelming rate.
1ly ouppressing our liberties, the administration may win a short-range political
victor.,, but it is contributing~o the increasing diplomatic and moral isolation ot
the United States - an isolation which is dangerous for the future of our country
and of mankind~ The foreign response to the indictments was i111Dediate. Here are
some of the ·many who signed a statement saying "We stand with 7C1U." From Great
:Brite.int Lord Soper, the Bishop ot Southwa.rk1 the Bishop of Woolwich, Bishop
Ambrose Reeves, writers J.B. Priestley, Doris Lessing, Irie Murdoch and John .krden,
aottrs Paul Scofield and Michael qrton, hof'essor A. J. J:,er and Regius ProfesF'"'r
E. R. Dodd of Oxford, Edmund Leach, provost of King's College, Canbridge, Fran·r Allmm
and Ian Mikardo, members of the National ExeautiTe Committee ot the Labor Party, along
vitk 16 other Members of Parliament. li1rom Frances lltera.!'3' critic Maurice Bla.nchot,
writers Claude :Bou.rdet and Marguerite !Qras, Nobel Prize winner Alfred Kastlar,
Prof'esr;or Philippe Devillers, and journalii,t Jean La.couture. From Oerma1171
D.r. Martin Niemoller and Peter Weiss. From Irelandt Senator Oven Shehy Skeffi~on,
and Nobel Prize winner E.T. s. Walton. J'rom Ital71 Danilo Dolci, Carlo Le'Vi, ·
Alberto Moravia and :Wohino Tisoonti. From Hollands 9 Members of Parliament. And
fro• ...Japan, Justralia, New Zealand, eto. On December 5th an advertise..nt supporting
draft resistance appeared in The ~imes of London. Amongst others, it was signed by
Lady Allen ot Hurtwood, Sir Julian Huxley, Sir Maurice Bowra, · and Peter Ustinov.·
We call on all patriotic .Americans to join people all oTer the worl4 in ending
this senseless and brutal var. There is work to be done at home. For this, let us
bring the boys home now~

-Legal Precedents
The issue of .free speeoh raised by the recent indictments has legal precedents
reaching ba.ck to the 1919 Supreme Court Case involving the question of draft resistance ..
(Schenck v. United States) in which Associate Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes made his
often-quoted statements "The most stringent protection of free speech would not
protect a man in falsely shouting ffre in a theater and causing a panic." A unanimous court affirmed con'V'iction.
In a later oase that same year, however, (Abra.ms et a1. · v. United States} Xr.
Justice Helmes and Associate Justice Louis D. Brandeis dissented from another
affirmation of conviction for activity opposed to the prosecution or the war. Their
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dissent was based on an interpretation of the First .Amendment with emphasis
on the importance of strictly protecting freedom: "I think that we should be
eternally vigilant against attempts to check the expression of opinions that we
loathe and believe to be fraught with death unl~ss they so imninently threaten
immediate interference with the lawful and pressing purposes of the law that an
iDDllediate check is required to save the country." This dissent prevailed over the
majority opinion in succeeding years.
Yet in 1956, the United States Court of Appeals unanimously affirmed the 1955
conviction of Mrs. Lucille Miller on 18 counts of counseling nine persons against
complying with the draft laws.
In 1950, the Supreme Court, in a 4-4 split, upheld the conviction of Larry
Gara, a young Quaker teacher who had reportedly told a ·student arrested for
draft resistance: "Stand by your convictions; don't let them coerce you into
going against your conscience." Ile was convicted under the same section of the
draft law invoke~ by the present indictment~which provides punishment for anyone who "knowingly counsels, aids, or abets another to refuse or evade registration
or service in the armed forces."
The government refused to arrest public figures who claimed they were as
guilty as Mr. Gara: The Rev. Donald Harrington, then minister-elect of the
CoDDDUnity Church of New rork, said that he too counseled young men to follow
their consciences. "If Gara should be in jail, then I should be in jail." The
radical pacifist A.J. Muste announced: "I have been much more active than Larry
Gara ••• While not desiring anyone to take this stand who is not inwardly prepared
to do so, I have done and shall continue to do all in my power to increase the
movement of civil disobedience to the draft ••• "
The government still refu~es to arrest all those who share the "guilt."
Rev. Coffin, for example, is the only one indicted among the Clergy and Laymen
Concerned About Vietnam who signed a statement pledging to "aid and abet" those who
"in conscience" refuse service in the armed forces by nonviolent means.

JEREMY MOTT TRIAL
On December 27, 1967, Jeremy :t.:ott was convicted in Chicago and sentenced to
five years imprisonment for having refused to do civilian alternative service
as a recognized conscientious objector. lie has been classified I-0, and in
October, 1966, was ordered to report to do civili~n alternative service as a
conscientious objector for Bethany Brethren Volunteer Servic~s, Elgin, Illinois.
lie reported and was on the job in three different places for about 9 months. On
June 23, 1967, Jeremy left his work without an authorized release or transfer.
In a letter to the Deputy State Director of Selective Service in Illinois, he
wrote: "Today I am resigning from the Selective Service System by leaving my
alternative service job••• From now on I will not co-operate with the Selective
Service System in any way.
•~ty job, as a pacifist and as a person opposed to this war in Vietnam, is
to resist our warring government, including the Selective Service System, rather
than to seek special privileges from it ••• I know that my obedience to my
conscience may also result in my imprisonment.~ But ' I do not believe that the
dangers of imprisonment are equal to the dangers of acting without integrity
and in complicity with a government dependent on ·wholesale violence."
After leaving . the hospital, Jeremy worked as a draft counselor for CADRE
(Chicago Area Draft Resistance).
At the trial, Jeremy chose not to have legal counsel and waived his right
to a jury. He took the stand in his double role as counsel and defendant, but
offered no strictly legal defense beyond pointing out minor illegalities in the
handling of his case by the draft board and the court.
Je_remy' s father, John Mott, a CO in World War II, was on·e of four witnesses.
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He ended his statement w.ith these. words: "Your honor, like every father., I
love my son; but beyond this, I have enormous respect for his integrity."
After both sides. had rested their cases, Attorney Todd made a statemen~ or
aggravation: Jeremy had given "no particular eJCplanation" for his "serious
crime," but had only stated "his E.!!sonal beliefs, his per:sonal a.ttitudes"ma.tters not relevant to a court of law. Judge Parsons and Attorney Todd had a
abort, rather emotional, discussion of civil disobedience, Martin Luther King,
Rosa Parka and the civil rights movement. Attorney Todd made these diatinctions:
"Disaent is one thing, civil disobedience is another, criminal violence of the
law is another." Jeremy's act was of the last category.
.
Jeremy agreed he had violated the laY, but said his act was civil diaobedience,
which represented no disrespect for the law. Judge Parsons asked him what the
duties of a draft counselor were. Jeremy explained the need for a draft information
se,:-vice. Judge Parsons asked, "Do you advise other ~eople to turn down alternative serTice?" Jeremy answered that "if· a man had made up his mind to do so, he
aupported this act.
The judge offered Jeremy the opportunity to finish his twenty-four months of
alternative serTice at the hospital, without aentence. Jeremy refused, and
pointed out that since the normal conditions for parole required full obedience
to all laws, a contract that he could not agree to, the judge should take this
into acco~t in his sentencing. The judge answered, "Very well-five yeara."
Mr. Cleary, Jeremy's appointed co-counsel, pleaded for the judge to "sentence
this man as an individual, not as a martyr." Parsons replied, "I'm· asking him
to compromise a very little. 11 He characterized Jeremy as "very much like peraons
who throw gasoline on themselves."

REPORT FROM SPEAKERS FOR RESIST
Aa they travel through the country on their own reading and/or iecture tours
during the next three months, a number of people have -0ffered to speak for RESIST.
Among them are Denise Levertov, }iuriel Rukeyser; Arthur Waskow, John SYom.ley, Jr.,
}iichael Novak, and Paul Jacobs. Everett Mendelsohn, now travelling in Vietnam
and Cambodia at the request of the American Friends SerTice Comnittee, will be on
tour in this country for the AFSC after mid-February. He has ~ndicated hi&
willingness to meet with RESIST groups as well. Lawrence Ferlinghetti (who spent
the month of January in jail for his anti-war activities) will be coming east in
April.
.
Other people have offered to speak for RESI~T in their own locale: thus,
Douglas Dowd will be avail.able to the area around Ithaca, New York; Louis Kampf,
Wayne O'Neil, David Deitch, and George Hein will do the same for the Boaton· a.rea;
Paul Lauter, Arthur Waskow, James Shea, Jr., for the Virginia., Maryland, D.C.
area, and ·so forth. If you a.re willing to speak for RESIST, _plea.se write ·to
Florence Howe, Department of English, Goucher College, Towson, }laryla.nd 21204.
Requests for speakers ought also to be directed to Miss Howe or to the national
office.
- Florence Howe

~GENERAL NEWS~
PLANS FOR SPRING
Students for A Democratic Society (S~S) has called for 10 days of an~i-draft
and anti-war activity from April 20-30. lli Resistance has called April 3 a.a the
next day for turning in cards and support statements. A natio~wide aerie• of
"Vietnam Conmencements", described in RESIST NEWSLETTER #-3 are presently being
organized.
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SUPPORT POURS IN FOR SPOCK
From all over this country and from Americans abroad come signatures for
the strong RESIST Support Statement (See NEWSLETTER #4). To date 7984 persons
havecommitte4 themselves to active support of the five - Spock, Coffin, Ferber,
Goodman, Raskin - indicted for conspiracy by the Justice Department. Signatures are arriving at RESIST at a rate of 500 per day; the rate has not yet begun to taper off.
ACTION IDEAS:

Suggestions for Local Activities

The Civil Liberties Legal Defense Fund, Inc. has been established as a
non-profit, non-political organiza~ion with the following aims: (1) to raise
money for legal defense of conscientious resisters and their supporters; ·(2)
to collect and publish information on these cases and the issues arising from
them; (3) to obtain the best possible legal support for all persons who suffer
from injustice, harrassment or discrimination in the course of exercising their
civil liberties. For further information write The Civil Liberties Legal Defense Fund Inc., Third Floor, 94 Prescott St., Cambridge, Mass.
The Medical Committee for Human Rights (c/o Dr. Quentin D. Young, 1512
E. 55th St., Chicago 60615) has begun a program of bringing physical exams to
draft-eligible men in poor neighborhoods who want to stay out of the army and
might have medical or psychiatric conditions which can be the basis of deferments. While middle class kids usually know enough to get letters from family
doctors certifying such conditions, the poor often are unaware that they can
do this and are unable to afford it. Now, in a program already strong in
Boston, Chicago, and other cities, the Medical CoDIDittee for Human Rights is
providing doctors for whoever needs them. Perhaps getting such a program active would increase the effectiveness of your local group. The Medical Committee can provide names of interested doctors in almost every city.
Resist/SUPPORT-IN-ACTION (224 W. 45th Street, New York City, 10014; 212AL 5- 1341) has been sending "Action Letters" to all New Yorkers on their mailing lists. These letters name an individual resister needing support on the

day he refuses induction, tell his story, list the day, time, and place of resistance, and request "Your adult presence ••• at one of these inductions. These
:young!!!!!!~ not stand. alone." They feel t.hat this idea might be practicable
in other coDDU.nities.
Marcia Barrabee, Ann Arbor, Michigan, writes: "Most successful have
been lunch meetings we've had at different homes in the community, where two
or three resisters have lunch with five or six clergymen and have a chance to
tell their individual stories, and clergymen have a chance to ask questions
and respond. Clergy have been visibly moved, and many have invited the boys
to speak at their · churches. We highly recomnent t~is procedure. It's been
most useful i~ gathering new supporters and increasing understanding. 11 •
In the Baltimore area, peace workers have been collecting signatures for
the Statement of Support for Spock and the others indicted at neighborhood
shopping centers. Covering the shopping centers has always been an effective
way of filling a petition and meeting new workers.
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Dan Stern reports from Chicago that a RESIST group has been formed in
South Shore called South East Support Group. Bob Van Rotz will be working
as a nearly full-time organizer; Staughton Lynd, Dan Stern, and Pat Burg will
work part time. Their 1-A program is reported off the ground in the South
Shore area. "The program is as follow•", Stern writes: "1-A program; contacting parents of 1-A and high school guys to let them ·know what we are doingf
house parties for neighborhood people; the fifteen-strong high school group
has completed· two draft counseling training sessions and will use this knowledge
to start talking in both Bowen and South Shore High Schools; telephone trees,
some pushing of the complicity statement,. Fund raising and working for CADRE
(333 w. North Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60610) will be a parge part of the program.
Other areas have also reported the hiring of full-time prganizers to get 1-A
and counselling programs under way.
THE PEACEMAKER MOVEllENT
Ernest Bromley, of Peacemakers, asks that adult supporting groups of the
resistance to the draft and war build up the Peacemaker Sharing Fund, which
offers support to the families of men who are sent to prison. If the number
of imprisoned resisters continues to grow, Peacemakers will need outside heip.
Individuals are asked to contribute what they can or to make a monthly pledge.
Adult support groups are asked to help out. Send to: PEACEM.AKER SHARING FUND,
10208 Sylvan Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45241.
The Peacemaker Movement goes back to 1948, when the first peacetime draft
in U.S. history was passed. It came into being "partly for the purpose of creating a peace organization which would stand in complete opposition to the draft ••
The Peacemaker, as organ of the movement, has always advocated nonregistration
(or a break with the draft system). And it does so now."
The latest Peacemaker argues that the indictments on January 5th of Spock,
Coffin, Ferber, Goodman, and Raskin "marks the beginning of a crackdown by the
Justice Department" and indicates the go"l'ernment · is -worried. "Successive waves
of resistance - April 15, October 16, December 4, and (next) April 3 - are ·
making an impact ••••• protests are becoming more open, desertions from the Army
are more numerous, refusals at the induction centers to t~e the.-one step fonrard
are increasing. But most important of all, perhaps, is the rise in . resistance to
the whole draft system- where fellows, even those who could be exempted, come
out solidly against the whole apparatus.
SUPPORT FROM LAW SCHOOLS AGAINST GOVERNMENT REPRESSION
325 law school professors have supported the appeal of the American Civil
Liberties Union to university and college presidents calling on them to urge
recission of General Lewis B. Hershey's memorandum to Selective .Service Boards
recoDlllending that students engaging in "illegal" interference with the draft be
reclassified.
The original appeal was made by John de J. Pemberton, Jr., Executive
Director of the 'ACLU. The letter stated that the Hershey directive constituted
a serious threat to freedom of expression on university .campuses and an improper
intrusion by an outside agency into the internal affairs .of academic institutions.
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SUPPORT FROM NSA.
The United States National Student Association has issued a release
condemning the Spock indictments. ' "Who can now dissent from the war in Vietnam"·, it asks, "with assurance that no attempt· at · reprisal will be made to silence him er punish him? •••• The vagueness of the statute is compounded by the
obscure language of the indictment, which implies that hindering and interfering
with Selective Service .!!zany means is illegal. In this framework, those ·who
urge abolition of the Selective Service may be indicted••• Therefore, USNSA believes that this ill-founded indictment and the draft law used to justify it must
be challenged as a violation of the constitutional rights of all Americans, and
we urge students especially to support these men to regain. their First Amendment
rights."
The NSA has been pressing a suit against the Selective Service System to
stop local draft boards from reclassifying anti-war protestors. According to
United Press International, as reported in the Washington !.2,!!, lawyers of the
Justice Department, which is trying to have the suit dismissed, "are known to
believe such reclassifications are unconstitutional but as lawyers for Selective
Service •••• were required to defend the system against the NSA challenge."
Local draft boards have been attempting to punish resisters ·all over the
country. Recently, for example, Mike Ferber, one of the five indicted for
conspiracy, was ordered to report for induction by his Buffalo, N.Y. board.
"Whether by malice or patriotism," Paul Lauter, national director of RESIST,
said, "his loc~l draft board wants to increase the burden on Mike and make it
more difficult for him to conduct his defense." Ferber, in a letter addressed
to A. W. D'Ambrosia, Local Board 87, Buffalo, N.Y., said the board should "get
together with the Army and the Justice Department to decide whether I am to be
indicted or inducted." Iri Buffalo, Ferber's attorney, Richard Lipsitz, said
he 'Will file suit in a Federal District Court for an injunction against "punit ive
reclassification" on behalf of Ferber and other plaintiffs.
Another draft board in Buffalo, Local Board 82-B, has responded to Hershey's recommendation in a very different way. In protest against his decision,
the board refused to classify anyone 1-A for the month of December.
TWO CALLS:

The South Will Rise Again?

In Birmingham, Alabama, a massive demonstration against the war will take
place March 2nd. AACD (box 728 Oneonta, Alabf:l,llla) asks for support. The demonstration "is to prove that the South, also, has its dissenters for the prevailing
insanity". The demonstration will take place in Woodrow Wilson Park, beginning
at 10 A.M. The emphasis will be on people-to-people communication. For those
who are interested in more direct methods of resisting the war, a demonstration
is pl anned at the Army Chemical Warfare School, at Ft. McClellan, for March 3rd.
AACD asks you to come to Birmingham on March 2nd.
A National Conference of left-radical intellectuals, including graduate
students, faculty, and academic drop-outs, will be convened in Chicago, March
21-24. Its p_urpose: to help liberate the university from its status "as a prime
counter-revolutionary tool and an essential agent for the transmission of reactionary values" and legitimize the place of research, teaching, and the ·curriculum.
Inquiries may be sent to New University Conference, 133 ·W. 72nd Street, New York,
N.Y. 10023.
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FROM ABROAD:
American faculty members at Canadian universities in Montreal have organized a local support group to aid American students in the area. They intent to
make draft counselling available and to coordinate resistance to the draft and
and war. Harry Bracken and ~ruce Garside (Montrear tel. 844-6311, ext 612)
write: "Obviously, support for RESIST can take many forms. I am enclosing a
copy of RESIST' s "Call" together with a pledge card. You may wish to sign the
Call1 you may with to surrender your draft card; you may wish to pledge money1
you may wish to speak with student groups1 you may with to serve as a counsellor1
you may with to do all these things. Or you may wish to contribute money
anonymously." Many groups like this one are being formed each week. For further
information, write RESIST, 763 Mass. Ave., Cambridge, Masa.
The London Stop It Committee has shifted its emphasis from anti-war demon~trations to draft resistance activities, the~ Patriot (Ithaca, New York)
report•. A recent demonstration in which a mock draft card m~asuring 6 feet by
10 feet was presented to Prime Minister Harold Wilson demonstrated this change
of goals. The Comittee is seeking ways to help Americans who have refused induction or have defected from the Anny.
ADS FOR PEACE
The Chicago Women for Peace and the North Shore Women for Peace have been
teying for two years to place anti-war messages in subway ads. Last year the
p·e ace groups took the issue to Federal District Court, represented by attorneys
from the ACW; the case was dismissed when the transit authority agreed to take
the ads. The first, addressed to President Johnson, says in large types "WAR
IS NOT PEACE, TYRANNY IS NOT FREEDOM. HATE IS NOT LOVE. END THE WAR IN
VIETNAM."

The following statement was sent us by Axeline Istas of Seattles "I am

the grandmother of six boys, &11 registered for the dr&ft ••• I feel furious &nd
helpless. This is my third time around and I am fed up. Three br~thers in
WW I, sons in WW II {one lies in the sea at Guadalcanal) and now this in my
old age. Fight with all your might and may God help you1"
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